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RIDOT Blood Drive set

for April 3

On Thursday, April 3, RIDOT will again sponsor
its Annual Employee Blood Drive.  The drive will
be held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Rhode Island
Blood Center, 405 Promenade Street, Providence.

Check our RIDOT Human Resources Web Page
(Job Postings Link –www.dot.state.ri.us) for the
standard pre-donation guidelines and further infor-
mation about becoming a blood donor.

We appreciate everyone’s continued support and
look forward to seeing you on April 3.  All those
who register to donate will be granted Administra-
tive Leave.  All donors will be entered in a fabu-
lous raffle drawing.

Governor, Director cite new funding for state roads
In mid-March, Governor Donald L. Carcieri visited a road
in North Smithfield in serious need of upgrading. The visit
highlighted  the Governor’s budget proposal for new fund-
ing for the maintenance and upgrade of state roads, high-
ways and bridges.

At a press conference alongside Greenville Road (Route
104) in North Smithfield, Governor Carcieri and Director
James R. Capaldi noted the importance of the state’s physi-
cal infrastructure to both public safety and economic devel-
opment. The Governor also praised RIDOT and its Director,
in their efforts to keep the state’s roads safe throughout this
particularly harsh winter.

“With the harsh winter we’ve had, our roads are in greater
need of repair,” the Governor said. “You only have to take a
drive down Greenville Road to see why we must invest
more dollars in our infrastructure. That’s why I have called
for $9.5 million in debt service savings to be allocated to the
Department of Transportation in the budget I recently sub-
mitted. That will enable us to fund projects like this and re-
pave a total of an additional 60 miles of infrastructure in all
corners of our state. It will also help us move forward with
our efforts to demolish the Jamestown Bridge and replace
Barrington Bridge.”

(See FUNDING, page 6)

NEW FUNDS FOR IMPROVEMENTS on state roads are included in

the Governor’s budget proposal. At a North Smithfield press confer-

ence, Director James R. Capaldi, left, and Governor Donald L. Carcieri,

right, explain how those funds will allow many improvements.

A VISIT TO RIDOT: Girls from several graphics classes at Hope High School

chat in the RIDOT lobby (that’s Vanessa Crum of RIDOT Administrative Ser-

vices second from right). This was a break from a day of presentations on how

graphics are used in transportation. More photos, page 4.
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A whirlwind in the Director’s Office

RIDOT is seeking engineering interns, summer workers

I thought I’d use this space in our newslet-
ter to let you know what it’s been like
since I became Director in January. Since
I’ve been with the Department for almost
33 years, I’ve been surprised that the
words that seem to best apply are whirl-
wind and tornado. At the same time, I’ve
really enjoyed being Director.

First, I’d like to thank everyone on the
RIDOT staff who came to my open house
on January 19. I received a lot of well
wishes, and I really appreciated them.

One of the activities that has consumed a
lot of time in the past couple of months
has been fighting snow. I’d like to con-
gratulate our Maintenance Division for the
great job they have done through a very
difficult winter season. Governor
Carcieri thinks our Maintenance crew
has done a great job, too.

Another activity that I have focused on
is developing good relations with the
rest of Governor Carcieri’s leadership

RIDOT is seeking a number of student
civil engineers to perform entry level engi-
neering work on state transportation
projects this summer. This program allows
college students an opportunity to work
alongside engineering professionals. In-
ternships begin in May and continue
through early September. Assignments are
available statewide.

To apply, send a letter of interest detailing
education and work experience, an official
academic transcript and a statement of
civil engineering career plans to: Summer

Student Engineering Program, RI Depart-
ment of Transportation, Office of Human
Resources, Room 214, Two Capitol Hill,
Providence, Rhode Island 02903-1124.
Deadline is April 18, 2003.

RIDOT is also seeking student highway
maintenance workers for summer cleanup
operations. These positions will pay $8.50
per hour and are limited from May to Sep-
tember 2001. The individuals must at the
time of hiring meet the following mini-
mum criteria:
• Be age 18 or over and a resident of the State

of Rhode Island.

• Be enrolled in an academic program in good
standing.

•Possess an Operators Drivers License.
• Pass a physical examination to perform as-

signed duties.

Students interested in this season’s opera-
tions should send a resume or a completed
CS-14 form and evidence of academic
standing to: Student Highway Mainte-
nance Program, RI Department of Trans-
portation, Office of Human Resources,
Two Capitol Hill, Room 214, Providence,
RI 02903-1124. Application deadline is
May 16, 2003.

James R. Capaldi, P.E.

RIDOT Director

CONGRATULATIONS: Lee Perkins, right, of

RIDOT Maintenance greets Director Capaldi

at a reception for all the RIDOT family.

RECEPTION HIGHLIGHT: Director Ca-

paldi cuts the cake at his Open House this

past in January.

team. I believe these relationships will
prove very positive for this Department
over the next few years.

I have also met with our new FHWA Divi-
sion Administrator, Lucy Garliauskas. It’s
interesting to share perspectives, as we are
both new to our jobs.

I have developed and implemented a new
organization chart. If you haven’t had a
chance to see it, it’s available on our web
site. Just click on RIDOT Organization,
and then on Organization Chart.

In late January, we started making repairs
to our restrooms, and the ladies room on
the first floor is already complete. I have

received a number of “it looks great” com-
pliments. We are already working on the
first floor mens room, and will work our
way upstairs.

Looking ahead, we are planning to move
some offices around. My goal is to have
employees work geographically closer to
their sections. It may be confusing during
the move, but I believe it will be more ef-
ficient in the long run.

Here’s hoping the winter is truly over!

Scholarship Association

accepting applications

The RIDOT Memorial Scholarship pro-
gram is open to children of RIDOT em-
ployees who are pursuing higher educa-
tion, in college, technical or trade
school. Applicant must submit an es-
say, and must agree to volunteer at the
RIDOT Memorial Scholarship Fund
Golf Tournament on Monday, August
11, from 7:30 am to 4:00 pm. If the ap-
plicant cannot donate the time, a parent
may take his or her place. For more
information, contact Despina Metakos
at 222-2694 ext. 4205.
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Looking

forward
With a new administration in the
State House and at RIDOT,  Kim
Moniz of the Communications
Office asked RIDOT what staff-
ers are looking forward to over
the next few years.

“Happier people and

new jobs.” – Mary Lee

Newman, Finals

“More one on one with

employees in the De-

partment.” – Lou

Distefano, Fleet Op-

erations

“Working in a new

section.” – Michael

Wreh, Highway Infor-

mation

“A fresh change.” – Jane

Rendine, Legal

“A new vision for the DOT.”

- Faye McCray, Chief

Engineer’s Office

“Having an administra-

tion that knows how to

address problems from

an engineering perspec-

tive.” - Ted Coleman,

Traffic Engineering

The Rhode Island Air National Guard’s

(RIANG) 143rd Civil Engineering Squad-

ron chose Major George F. Ley, left, as

its Civil Engineer of the Year. Ley is a

Resident Engineer with RIDOT Construc-

tion Management, and works on projects

in the Westerly area. A Navy veteran, Ley

joined RIANG five years ago, and was

honored in the organization’s monthly

newsletter, “Rhode Island Hercules.” His

supervisor Mona Manachi, District Man-

ager Area 3, says he is an “excellent”

engineer, and she is very proud of his

recognition by RIANG.

RIANG honors Civil Engineer of the Year

Interpreting Historic Places

The Rhode Island Historic Preservation Commission’s (RIHPC)
will hold its 18th Annual Statewide Historic Preservation Confer-
ence in East Greenwich on Saturday, April 12. The day-long con-
ference includes dozens of panels, tours, and the presentation of
the 2003 State Preservation Awards. Contact Sarah Zurier at
RIHPHC, 222-4142 or szurier@rihphc.state.ri.us or visit the
website www.rihphc.state.ri.us.

Surveyor of the Year

Michael Gaston of RIDOT Survey, received the “Professional
Land Surveyor of the Year” Award for 2002. The award is pre-
sented by the Rhode Island Society of Professional Land Survey-
ors for outstanding service and dedication to the profession of
land surveying.  The award was presented at the Society’s An-
nual Convention and Awards Banquet in Newport in November.
Gaston currently sits on the Board of Directors for the Society,
and has been Treasurer for the past five years. A registered Pro-
fessional Land Surveyor since 1988, he is now in his 28th year
with RIDOT.

Engineering Society recognizes Corrente

The Providence Engineering Society recognized former DOT
Bridge Maintenance Engineer Joseph Corrente with its 2003 Hu-
manitarian of the Year Award. The award was presented at the
Society’s annual banquet held at the Providence Biltmore in late
February.

New record for SECA Campaign

Kerrie Vizzacco and John Martucci report that RIDOT set a new
SECA  record in the 2002 campaign, with a total of  $44,589
pledged. They thanked everyone for their support.

“I’m looking for the end

of winter and potholes!” -

John Nickelson, Mainte-

nance

“Fairness and for things to run

smoothly.” – Martha Boffa and

Carolyn Tavares, Payroll
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RIDOT planner recognized by

RIAPA for Island study

RIDOT Planner Susan Shanley-Szala of West Kingston received
the Seventh Annual Outstanding Comprehensive Planning
Project award in January from the Rhode Island Chapter of the
American Planning Association (RIAPA).

The award was presented to Shanley-Szala in recognition of her
Aquidneck Island Passenger Rail/Bicycle Path Project studying
options to preserve the State-owned Newport Secondary Rail
Line and ease congestion on Aquidneck Island.

“We are delighted that Susan received this award due to her ef-
forts to preserve this valuable transportation resource on
Aquidneck Island,” said RIDOT Director James Capaldi.
“Through her innovative ideas, local decision makers will now
have the technical transportation information they need to make
the proper planning and permitting decisions, ultimately en-
abling them to reduce congestion on their roadways.”

The Newport Secondary Railroad Line represents 16.3 miles of
underutilized space that runs from the Gateway Center in New-
port to the Rhode Island-Massachusetts state line in Tiverton. As
part of her study, Shanley-Szala analyzed five transportation al-
ternatives including: no-build; excursion (dinner/tourist train);
on-island rail shuttle; Fall River commuter shuttle; and busway.
All alternatives included the potential for an adjacent bike path.
Updates and findings were presented to Newport, Middletown,
Portsmouth, and Tiverton in a series of public meetings through-
out the project, culminating in a final report distributed to the
communities in September 2002.

State Employees Art Show features RIDOT artists

The State Employees Art Show ran through February and March
in the Department of Administration atrium. Included were a
photograph by Chuck Aube of RIDOT Finals, a painting by
Lauren Soper of External Audit, and two drawings by Katherine
Meyer, a retired RIDOT employee.

AWARD WINNER: Honorees at the Rhode Island Chapter of

the American Planning Association Annual Dinner in January

included RIDOT’s Sue Shanley-Szala, who was cited for the

Aquidneck Island Rail/Bike project. Other winners with her are,

left, Dom Bua, Rail Engineer from Gordon, Bua and Reed, and

right, Adel Foz, Louis Berger Project manager.

COVER GIRL:

RIDOT GIS Summer

intern Allison

Shawver appears

center left in the Bos-

ton College Magazine

Super Fan photo at

right. The photo,

showing Allison with

some very interesting

BC fans in gold T-

shirts, was on the

September 2002

cover.

TWO GROUPS OF GRAPHIC ART STUDENTS from Hope

High School visited RIDOT on two weekdays in February.

Above, the Wednesday group, and below, the Thursday group,

poses at the RIDOT entrance, with Phil Kydd and Brian

Peterson.

Above, Ed Golden of the RIDOT Maintenance Sign Shop

demonstrates signmaking for the students.
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Highway & Bridge

Maintenance Holds Flu

Shot Clinic

In early December, a Flu Shot Clinic was held at
Highway & Bridge Maintenance Headquarters in
Warwick. Despite being held late in the flu shot
season, 42 employees received flu shots. There
was no cost for shots, as State health insurance
covers preventive flu shots.

Flu shots benefit the Division by keeping employ-
ees healthy.  There also can be a benefit to
employee’s families as employees are less likely
to take the flu home.

The clinic was organized by Cindy DiGiglio and
provided by Pawtucket Health Care, Inc.  Ann
Vincent, RN, and Anne Nevers, Medical Assis-
tant cheerfully provided “painless” shots. Next
year the clinic will be scheduled earlier in the sea-
son, with hopes of reaching more employees.

FLU CLINIC: Left to right, Ann Vincent, RN; Ann Nevers, Medical Assistant;

and Cindy DiGiglio, of RIDOT Highway & Bridge Maintenance, at the December

Flu Shot Clinic.

AFTER THE STATION FIRE, RIDOT PITCHES IN: Above, Gina Zanni

of the Communications Office poses with almost all of the 72 Teddy Bears

collected for children related to victims of the Station fire disaster. RIDOT

brought in 72 bears in just four days. Right, a clipping from the Miami

Herald, shows Thomas DiFusco, a RIDOT Maintenance Supervisor, plac-

ing a huge cross at the fire site. RIDOT Maintenance offered to help

prepare the site for visits by relatives and survivors days after the fire, and

moved materials, including the cross, across a street. The photo ran in

newspapers around the country. Clipping from the Miami Herald
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Thanks highway crews for road conditions af-

ter February storm

February 21, 2003

Good afternoon. I wanted to write a short note of thanks to each
of your departments, congratulating your efforts after the blizzard
that hit the east coast last week. I live in Brooklyn, New York
and ended up having an extended visit in Providence, Rhode Is-
land last Monday due to the weather.

However, my trip back along I-95 was without a doubt one of the
smoothest I’ve ever had. From RI right through CT and into NY,
the roads were impeccably clean and easy to navigate. Just
wanted to say thank you to you and your staffs for all the hard
work it took to maintain the roads at such a high level.

Nykia Omphroy

Brooklyn, New York

Great job in snow removal

February 9, 2003

I would like to commend the State highway workers for a great
job in Friday’s storm. I work at Electric Boat in Groton, Con-
necticut and the conditions of Rt 95 are like night and day. RI is
always down to bare pavement and then we have to struggle
through the snow and ice in Connecticut.  Thanks again for a
great job.

Jerry Jarbeau

Warwick, Rhode Island

14 retired this winter

There were no new hires at the Department of
Transportation this winter. Retirees this winter in-
cluded Patricia P. Halliday of Community Affairs;
Eugene Colantuono, Jacquelyn Lepore, Joseph J.
Sousa of Construction; Peter S. Jussila of Design;
Richard C. Cabral, Michael Garrity, E. J. Naylor,
Jr., Thomas C. Stringfellow of Highway Mainte-
nance; Pasco DiRaimo of Materials;  Marjorie A.
Keefe of Policy/Planning; Burton M. Gerstenzang,
and Janet M. Moise of Real Estate.

MARKING RETIREMENTS: W’RIDOT  honored its retiring members with

flowers at its December meeting. Above, left to right, Janet Moise of Real Estate,

Marjorie Keefe of Intermodal Planning, and Trish Halliday, former W’RIDOT

President, who worked in Community Affairs. Photo at right, Highway Design

marked Peter Jussila’s retirement in January with a party.

* Funding

(Continued from Page 1)

“This is about enhancing the quality of life in our state,” Carcieri
continued. “As Rhode Islanders are driving to work or to pickup
their children from school, we want them to ride on roads that are
safe. And we have to put our best foot forward when it comes to
greeting visitors from out-of-state. Whether they’re tourists or
business people looking to locate their company here, the condi-
tion of our roads are what gives visitors their first impression of
Rhode Island. By directing more funds towards infrastructure, we
will better protect those traveling our roads and enhance our
state’s image.”

Director Capaldi, who has met with North Smithfield officials
regarding the need to improve Greenville Road, stressed the im-
portance of the Governor’s proposed funding levels to his
Department’s efforts to maintain Rhode Island’s road system.
“We’re grateful to the Governor for his budget initiatives that
would enable us to utilize special state funding to advance
projects given the severe winter,” he said.

In December, the North Smithfield Town Council passed a reso-
lution which called for immediate improvements to Greenville
Road (Route 104). Currently, RIDOT does not have the funding
necessary to complete the resurfacing of the four-tenths of a mile
portion in question. The cost for resurfacing this portion, from
Cross Street to Route 146 A, would be approximately $50,000-
$75,000. RIDOT estimates that more than 6,000 motorists travel
this portion of Greenville Road daily.
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JACLYN-ROSE COLUCCI,

above, was born September 25,

2002 to Francine Colucci of

RIDOT Construction Manage-

ment and her husband Michael.

She weighed 6 lb. 8 oz., and joins

brother Michael.

JOSEPH P. MURPHY IV, right, the

first grandchild for Joseph P.

Murphy  of RIDOT Internal Audit,

was born November 1, 2002. The

proud parents are Joseph P.

Murphy III and his wife Brenda.

PETER PAUL MEGRIDICIAN, above, was born to

John Megridichian of RIDOT Federal Programs, and

his wife Debbie on February 6. Peter Paul weighed in

at 4 lb. 14 oz.

CAROLINE SARAH HEALEY,

right, daughter of Peter Healey of

RIDOT Design and his wife Amy,

was born November 21, 2002 and

weighed 6 lb., 10 oz. Caroline joins

two older brothers, Timothy, 4, and

Matthew, 2-1/2.

RIDOT

Babies

RI Transportation

RI Transportation Digest is published by the Rhode Is-
land Department of Transportation Communications Of-
fice, Frances Segerson, editor. Address is Two Capitol
Hill, Providence, RI 02903. Phone (401) 222-1362.
TDD (401) 222-4971. FAX (401) 222-3905. Submissions
are welcome.

Contributors to this edition include Heidi Cote, Cheryl
Wilkes, Patricia Piccoli, Mona Manachi, Mark Felag, Kim
Moniz, Steven Devine, Bob Shawver, John Nickelson, and
Linda Pemantell,

Digest

2002 SECA Campaign record

RIDOT staff set a new record in donations
for the 2002 SECA Campaign, pledging a
total of $44,589! Thank you once again, for
ALL of your support.

Kerrie Vizzacco & John Martucci

THAT’S A CAT? Kathy Duncan of External Audit with her

20-lb. cat “with an attitude.” She says he likes to eat sleep and

hunt, and brings his catches home to Kathy and her husband

Harry.



Rhode Island Department of Transportation

Communications Office

Two Capitol Hill

Providence, RI 02903-1124

James R. Capaldi, P.E.

Director
Printed on recycled paper

FIRST CLASS MAIL
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PROVIDENCE, RI
PERMIT NO. 1286

FIRST CLASS

The W’RIDOT organization outdid itself by this year putting to-
gether two Valentine’s Baskets with gifts from sponsors, a Hers,
below left, and a His, basket right. Raffle tickets were drawn the
day before Valentine’s Day, and the first ticket drawn had the
choice of baskets. John Grossi of RIDOT Materials chose the
Women’s Basket. Anthony DeAngelis of RIDOT Construction
Management was awarded the Men’s Basket. With the raffle,

W’RIDOT raised
$732 for the So-
journer House for
Battered Women.

Communications Office songstress wins first Rhode Island Gong Show contest

Heidi Cote of RIDOT’s Communications Office is blessed with a
beautiful voice. She specializes in songs from the 1930s and
1940s, and practices her performance at karaoke sessions around
the state, encouraging her coworkers to join her (they often do),
and participate, too (they often don’t).

In February, a Rhode Island version of The Gong Show was an-
nounced, and Heidi’s coworkers encourage her to compete. The

first competition was held on February 16 at Stitches Komedy
Kafe  at Providence Place Mall, hosted by Charlie Hall, devel-
oper of the Ocean State Follies. Judges included Karen Adams of
WPRI, and Dave Kane, better known as “Father Misgivings.”.

Heidi’s sister, father and stepmother, as well as Fran Segerson,
and Carole Edmunds of RIDOT, and Carole’s daughter Christine,
showed up to give her support.

The competition included a young woman
offering mortuary humor, “The Unknown
Gay Comic,” and “singers” who seemed to
have little control of their voices. The gong
was kept busy. As the competition pro-
ceeded, a couple dressed as “Sonny and
Cher,” gave a humorous and entertaining
portrayal of “I got you, babe.”

When Heidi gave her performance, she
blew away the audience and the judges with
her rendition of “Come Rain or Come
Shine.” She received a perfect score of “10”
from each of the judges, and was pro-
claimed the winner. Heidi will appear again
this spring in the competition runoff.

W’RIDOT Valentine Baskets

Above right, the Gong Show logo and, bot-

tom,  Charlie Hall with the dreaded mallet,

used to hit the gong and end a performance.


